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Ojﬁce Memorandum « uvNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
TO : Ueputy Director, Intelligence DATE: 1 #nrii 1954

FROM - : Lssistant Director/Current Intelligence

1. In reference to the letter _dated STATOTHR
22 March 14954 the following cowmments can be passed on to Mr.
STATOTHI_ if you should desire, on an unclassified basis,

. 2, & review of the Soviet press ¥

Aot disclosed any references of anti-comwmunist underground

groups in the USSR, as mentioned in the Manchester Guardian

of 18 March., 1It has, however, revealed numerous items concern-

ing the criwinal activities of student groups. These groups

apparently have scwme form of an organization, but appear to be

engaged only in larceny, murder and other criminal acts. It

is possible that the author of the article in the Manchester

Guardian way be confusing these criminal activities of students

with an actual anti-Communist underground, As to the other
__éﬁgﬁgence" of underground activity cited in the article,
i o information except that disclosed in the article itself

and®in other western publications.

3. At first glance Marshal Konev's present assignment as
comrander of the Carpathian Military District appears a demo-
tion, A closer exawmination, however, reveals that he has prob-
ably held this post since September of 1952, when he was first
elected tco the (Ukrainian Central Cowmittee; he has not since
been publicly identified as a Deputy Minister of War and Com-
mander in Chief of the Ground Forces.

4, 1t seems likely that Konev'is assignwment as commander
of the Carpathian Military District may have been for strategic
reasons., The central location and proximity of the Carpathian
Military District to the satellites suggests that it is probably
the most important of the Southwestern Military Districts.
Along the same line it has been speculated by the western press
that Konev might, in addition to his duties as Military District
commander, have the additional responsibility of the over-all
area command of the Military forces in the Tauric, Odessa, Kiev
and Carpathian Military Pistricts. Konev is the senior of the
three other commanders in this area and his experience as Com-
mander of the Ukrainian fronts during World War Il would make
him an excellent choice for such an assignment.
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5., Special note should be made of the recent election
of Konev and Army General Chuikov, Commander of Kiev Military
vistrict, to the presidium of the Ukrainian's party centiral
committee, Previous to this time only the Kiev Military Dis-
trict commander was elected to this post. The present election
of two Military District commanders to the body appears to be
a further reflection of the special status given to this repub~
lic and also may be a further indication of the enhanced posi=~
tion which has been given to the military since Stalin's death
and especially since Beria's arrest. At present the Ukraine
is the only republic which has two high ranking military men
on its top party organ,

HUNTINGAON D, SHELDON
Assistant Director
Current Intelligence
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